


















APPENDIX 2 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE: INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REPORT 

 

MEMBER: ____Bill Johnston MLA___________________ 

ELECTORATE: ______Cannington__________________ 

 
In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 
using the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

 a report including details of: 
o how moneys were expended (see form below); and  
o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure. 

 certification (see below) that: 
o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and 
o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business. 

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 6 OF DETERMINATION)  

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY 

TRAVEL DATES: 

DESTINATIONS VISITED: London, UK 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED: $13,172.06 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE:  

 Airfares 7424.34 
 Fees for conferences or short courses Nil 

 Accommodation 
o Number of nights 

2,365.68 

6 nights 
 Incidentals 300.00 
 Other (please identify)      Meals 1,475.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $11,565.02 

TOTAL SURPLUS/DEFICIT  $1,607.04$ 
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EXPECTED BENEFIT TO THE STATE FROM THE EXPENDITURE 

Report on travel to London, England, departing Perth Saturday 22 June 2023, departing London 
Tuesday 2 July 2024.  Official engagements in London from 24 June to 29 June 2024 inclusive. 

 

Please outline the following: 

1. What was the rationale for the travel/why is the travel warranted…………………….. 

The rationale for the travel was to obtain the latest information around critical minerals and the 
energy transition from key organisations in London. 

Initially, I was expecting to attend a conference in London, the World Mining Congress.  
Unfortunately, the event was postponed until December for reasons beyond my control.  I utilised 
this time for other meetings, but this is the reason that I am returning part of the advance I received 
in April. 

 

2. Why was travel required to achieve this………………………………………………………………… 

It is only possible to engage with the variety of organisations at the one time by travelling to where 
they are, London.  I was able to have concentrated briefings from key participants in the global 
energy transition all in one place, and in just one week. 

 

3. In what way will the travel benefit the electorate and/or State………………………… 

Ensuring that Western Australian Members of Parliament are informed on the energy transition, and 
the expectations for the future of critical minerals, is essential for Western Australia’s future. 

 

4. What was the community driver to undertake this travel…………………………………….. 

Climate change is the single most important issue confronting the community.  The future economy 
of Western Australia will be governed by the global pathway to “net zero”. 

Understanding critical minerals and the energy transition is an essential element for all WA 
Members of Parliament. 

 

5. Which was the host organisation for any conference(s) attended. Which other 
organisations/individuals did you meet with and in which locations………………………………. 

As stated above, the “Mining World Congress” was postponed just prior to my departure. 
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These are the briefings, seminars and meetings I attended over the five days of my visit to London: 
 
London Metal Exchange 
 
The London Metal Exchange claims to be the world centre for the trading of industrial metals, with 
the majority of all non-ferrous metal futures business transacted on their platforms.  They are 
owned by the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. 
 
 Briefing on critical minerals pricing and supply issues; consideration of “green premium”; 

relationship between LME, customers, clients and product end-users. 
 Viewed the “ring trading”, the daily process of setting LME metals prices, one of the last major 

exchanges to still use “open-outcry”. 
 
S&P Global Commodity Insights 
 
Headquartered in London, S&P Global Commodity Insights are a provider of information and a 
source of benchmark price assessments for the commodities, energy, petrochemicals, and 
agriculture markets.  S&P Global Commodity Insights is part of S&P Global. 
 
 Detailed briefing from a series of commodity and trade experts on the current and expected 

future profile of critical minerals supply and demand, across a range of commodities, including 
nickel, lithium and related chemical products. 

 
BP 
 
BP is a global energy company, headquartered in London. 
 
 Meeting with Mr Felipe Arbelaez, Senior Vice President, Hydrogen & CCS 
 
National Grid System Operator 
 
National Grid System Operator is the independent grid system operator, that has been separated 
from National Grid, the UK’s transmission grid company. 
 
 Meeting with Fintan Slye, Executive Director, principally discussing the impact of the energy 

transition on grid stability in the UK. 
 
CRU 
 
CRU are a consultancy offering business intelligence on global metals, mining and fertilizer industries 
through market analysis, price assessments, consultancy and events. 
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 Detailed briefing from global commodity experts regarding critical minerals supply trends, 
including relating to lithium. 

 
Associated British Ports 
 
Associated British Ports are Britain’s largest port operators and claim a key role in managing the UK’s 
energy transition. 
 
 Energy Transition Seminar, featuring: 

o Henrik Pedersen, Chief Executive Officer, Associated British Ports 
o Kieran Borrett, Director, Plug & Play UK 
o Rachel Solomon Williams, Executive Director, Alderstate Group 
o Ruth Hebert, Chief Executive Officer, Carbon Capture & Storage Association (UK) 
o Tim Pick MBE, Chair, Offshore Wind Growth Partnership (UK) 
o James Taylor, Managing Director & Global Head of Infrastructure, Lloyds Bank 
o Brett Ryan, Head of Policy, Hydrogen UK 
o Dr Lindy Fursman, Director of Climate & Energy Policy, Tony Blair Institute for Global 

Change 
o Alistair Campbell, political commentator and former senior adviser to Tony Blair 

 
Phillips 66 Petroleum 
 
Phillips 66 are involved in refining, midstream, chemicals and marketing in the energy sector. 
 
 Meeting with Callan Tree, Director, Government Affairs 
 
World Gold Council 
 
The World Gold Council is the principal representative organisation for the global gold industry, 
including several companies with operations in Western Australia. 
 
 Meeting with Terry Heymann, Chief Financial Officer, World Gold Council 
 
Aspermont 
 
Aspermont are a leading media services provider to the global commodities industry, through a 
range of publications and conferences. 
 
 Interview with Chris Cann, Managing Editor 
 
Rio Tinto 
 
Rio Tinto are the world’s second largest mining company, with headquarters in London. 
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 Meeting with Dominic Barton, Chairman 
 
Australian High Commission 
 
 Briefing with Elisabeth Bowes PSM (Deputy High Commissioner), David Carerlengo (Senior Trade 

& Investment Commissioner, UK & Ireland, Austrade) and staff, concerning the Australia – UK 
critical minerals relationship. 

 
Project Blue 
 
Project Blue provides market intelligence on critical minerals and the energy transition. 
 
 Detailed briefing from staff, on a range of issues confronting the global energy transition, 

including information relating to the cost profile of mid-stream chemical process plants in 
Australia and competing markets. 

 

 

6. What will be the outcome of this travel…………………………………………………………….. 

 

Climate change is the single most significant global challenge that we face.  Responding to climate 
change is leading to the energy transition. 

Western Australia has an essential role in the energy transition, particularly as a source of critical 
minerals. 

It is a responsibility of all Members of Parliament to have a deep understanding of these challenges.  
This trip significantly adds to my understanding of these issues, and better prepares me to respond. 
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CERTIFICATION  

To be signed by Member of Parliament before submission  

This report reflects all expenditure for international expenses using the Parliamentary 
Travel and Study Allowance.  

Expenditure detailed in this report conforms to the: 

 conditions of use of the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance; and 
 principles for use of allowances provided in this 1.6 of this Determination, which 

states that Members must:  

(a) use allowances for parliamentary business: 
(b) adhere to any conditions for using allowances; 
(c) be prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for the use of 

allowances; 
(d) be prepared to publicly justify use of allowances; and 
(e) act ethically and in good faith when using, and accounting for the use of 

allowances. 
 

Signed:   

 

Date:   _______19 August 2024_______  
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APPENDIX 2 

MEMBER’S REPORT: USE OF PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE  

MEMBER: Hon Kyle McGinn MLC 

ELECTORATE: Mining & Pastoral Region  

In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 
using the Parliamentary Travel Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

• certification (see below) that: 
o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and 
o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business; and 

• a report including details of: 
o how moneys were expended (see form below); and  
o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure. 

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au. 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 7 OF DETERMINATION)  

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY: 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED $14,872.63 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE:  

• Airfares 
o Please list international destinations (Seattle, Florida & Washington DC, USA) $6619.43 

• Fees for conferences or short courses 0.00 
• Accommodation 

o Number of nights = 11 $4,400.00 

• Incidentals x 11  $660.00 
• Meals x 11  $3,245.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $14,872.63 

TOTAL SURPLUS  $12,128.00 
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CERTIFICATION  

This report reflects all expenditure for international expenses using the Parliamentary 
Travel Allowance.  

Expenditure detailed in this report conforms to the: 

• conditions of use of the Parliamentary Travel Allowance; and 
• principles for use of allowances provided in this 1.6 of this Determination, which 

states that Members must:  

(a) use allowances for parliamentary business: 
(b) adhere to any conditions for using allowances; 
(c) be prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for the use of 

allowances; 
(d) be prepared to publicly justify use of allowances; and 
(e) act ethically and in good faith when using, and accounting for the use of 

allowances. 
 

 
Travel claimed using PSTA will be undertaken between 7 July and 29 July 2023 to Washington DC, 
Seattle, Washington and Ft Lauderdale, Florida USA.   
 
To date meetings are being confirmed and include:    

• Paul Myler, Deputy Head of Mission for the Embassy of Australia, Washington DC    
• United States of America Members of Congress    
• Max Vekich Federal Maritime Commissioner, USA    
• Tours of Congress and the White House and other State Capitols    
• Washington State Labor Council, AFL-CIO 2023 Convention     
• International Longshoreman’s Association 56th Quadrennial Convention    

  
As a delegate at two conferences, I will join hundreds of delegates including elected officials, and 
community leaders to discuss jobs, and stronger communities.   I will explore how unions can 
leverage and build worker power, to improve communities, economic efficiencies, investigate 
current US public disclosure policies, automation Cabotage, and the Jones Act to understand how 
they compare to Australia and what US policy could benefit upcoming legislation.   In addition, I 
anticipate discussing a wide range of issues including Australian Shipping, cabotage, which will 
directly benefit me to perform responsibilities as a Member of WA Parliament, and in my role as co-
chair of the transport and shipping taskforce.   
 

• Itinerary attached - economy for all legs no airmiles accrued. 
• Hotel, meal and incidental allowance claimed for 11 days while in transit – payment received 

from DPC – accommodation receipts attached. 
• No conference fees were charged. 
• Additional expenses may be submitted separately upon return. 

 

Kyle McGinn 
5 July 2023 
 



 

 1 

  

 

 

Attention: Salaries and Allowances Tribunal 

 

RE: Kyle McGinn Post Travel PSTA Report  

I travelled to the United States of America in July 2023 to broaden my education and understating on multiple 
issues that relate to my duties as a member of parliament in the Legislative Council, in my role as a member 
for Mining and Pastoral and as a Parliamentary Secretary. 

While in Washington DC I was honoured to meet with fellow members of the US Congress and US Senate. 
I spoke with Senator Bernie Sanders staff regarding disability access and in depth on the healthcare system 
in the USA. I also learnt of the failing US pension system which does not currently have the capacity to 
ensure elders in the USA can retire with dignity. This meeting helped me gain valuable relevant information 
which will directly assist me with my Parliamentary Secretary portfolios to the Minister for Disabilities, 
Seniors, and Ageing.  

I was privileged to meet with the former Member of the House of Representative and now President Biden 
appointed Maritime Commissioner for the USA Mr. Max Vekich the commissioner in charge of the Jones 
Act and established relationships that will assist in the task of strengthening WA’s supply chain. Knowledge 
and relations gained will better assist me in my role as co-chair of the WA Shipping and Supply Chain 
Taskforce and aid in the delivery of coastal shipping that would bring both long, and short-term benefits to 
Western Australia and the Nation. 

In my view, the Jones Act is one of the greatest pieces of law; it protects the USA from internationally 
crewed, made, and exploited shipping by ensuring any vessel that operates in the USA that travels to more 
than one port of call must have American labour, American wages, and an American built vessel. I have 
gained considerable knowledge and insight on best practice for protecting the supply chain through a strong 
shipping policy.  

I met with the representative for the Australian Ambassador Paul Myler, Deputy Head of Mission for the 
Embassy of Australia and was provided leads to follow up on how the USA democracy works. Importantly 
as member for Mining and Pastoral I was informed of a significant piece of legislation that recently passed 
in relation to the rare earths and mineral policies in the USA. The information provided has many 
opportunities to follow up on in my electorate as this legislation is aimed at financial support to friendly 
partners with USA on mining in this space, I intend to meet with stakeholders in WA to gauge interest and 
appetite. 

While visiting the Capitol I spent a day with a Kyle Mulhall, a transportation lawyer and policy advocate, 
touring both the Senate and Congress offices absorbing their system of government and legislating and 
discussing with fellow politicians. 
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I attended the Washington AFL CIO Congress in Seattle for three days; this congress saw a mass gathering 
of unions in the Washington state area who are some of the most progressive in the United States of 
America. They are seeing a growth in union membership and public agreement with unions in the country, 
my interest was due to the mass and continued drop in Australian union membership. Details and passionate 
reports were provided by speakers and panellists on topics as listed below: 

• Better wages with union workplaces. 
• Local government engagement. 
• Political organising.  
• Minimum wage increase campaign. 
• Amazon unionisation. 
• Starbucks campaign. 
• Union benefits to non-union sites. 
• Why unions are growing. 

I was also fortunate to meet the President of the first ever Amazon Union, Chris Smalls who is well known 
for being detained by police during the dispute. 

Finally, I attended two days of the ILA convention of delegates in Florida which had over 1000 attendees, 
the main education I was seeking and found was on the troubling progress of automation and its devastating 
effect on local economies. 

As an invited delegate to the AFL-CIO 2023 Convention in Washington State and the International 
Longshoreman’s Association 56th Quadrennial Convention in Florida I joined hundreds of international 
delegates including elected officials, and community leaders where we discussed, seniors and ageing, jobs, 
and stronger communities, we also explored how to improve communities, economic efficiencies reviewed 
the current US public disclosure policies, automation, Cabotage, and the Jones Act. 

I studied the US democratic system and compared the positives and negatives; I learned more about how 
our system of government in Australia compares to that of the United States of America and what US policies 
could potentially benefit future legislation here in Western Australia 

My experience overseas and critical network of contacts gained during this trip will have a long-lasting 
impact on me, both personally and professionally.  These new relationships and knowledge will support my 
Parliamentary duties, Legislation and help advance economic growth within Mining and Pastoral Region 
while continuing to grow my capability and foster networks in the USA and Australia. 

 

 

Hon Kyle McGinn MLC 
Member for Mining & Pastoral Region 
 
14 August 2023 
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PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE: INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REPORT 

MEMBER: _________________________________ 

ELECTORATE: _________________________________ 

In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 
using the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

• a report including details of:
o how moneys were expended (see form below); and
o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure.

• certification (see below) that:
o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and
o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business.

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 6 OF DETERMINATION) 

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY 

TRAVEL DATES: 

DESTINATIONS VISITED: 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED: $3,134.71 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE: 

• Airfares

• Fees for conferences or short courses

• Accommodation
o Number of nights

• Incidentals

• Other (please identify)

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $7,338.08 

TOTAL SURPLUS/DEFICIT N/A 

Hon Dr Brad Pettitt MLC

17/05/24 - 08/06/24

Copenhagen, Malmo, Utrecht, Amsterdam, Paris

South Metropolitan

$1,884.49 

$763.88 

$2,803.37 

14

*Amount claimed
for meals ONLY, nil

other incidentals

$1,400.00*

Inter-city rail fares 
$486.34

mailto:submissions@sat.wa.gov.au
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EXPECTED BENEFIT TO THE STATE FROM THE EXPENDITURE 

Please outline the following: 

1. What was the rationale for the travel/why is the travel warranted…………………….. 

2. Why was travel required to achieve this………………………………………………………………… 

3. In what way will the travel benefit the electorate and/or State………………………… 

4. What was the community driver to undertake this travel…………………………………….. 

5. Which was the host organisation for any conference(s) attended. Which other
organisations/individuals did you meet with and in which locations………………………………. 

6. What will be the outcome of this travel…………………………………………………………….. 

1-6. See "Europe Sustainable Cities Study Tour" report (enclosed).





Parliamentary Travel & Study Allowance Claim 

Hon Dr Brad Pettitt MLC 

I claimed limited costs associated with my European travel from 18 May 2024 to 7 June 2024. My 
rationale for calculating the claim amounts is set out below.  

This travel was primarily relevant to my role as a Parliamentarian, however I was accompanied 
by my partner and young daughter for much of the trip.  I juggled the business and leisure 
aspects of the trip by working each weekday (reflected in the numerous commitments outlined 
in my detailed itinerary) and taking weekends “off” with my family.  

To ensure the appropriate use of public resources and minimise any actual or perceived 
improper benefits for myself or my family, I applied the following rationale in calculating my 
claim amounts: 

• I claimed a maximum of 50% of the actual cost of five nights accommodation per week 
(Sunday-Thursday) and omitted accommodation costs for Friday and Saturday nights. 
This meant my total claim for accommodation equated to roughly a third of both my 
actual total accommodation costs for the entire trip and the maximum amount 
claimable in accordance with the relevant ATO determination. I’m confident the amount 
claimed is less than what my accommodation costs would have been had I traveled 
alone.

• I did not claim any of the daily $60.00 allowance for incidentals.
• I only claimed a $100 daily meals allowance for weekdays (and nil for weekends), less 

than a third of the $340 daily rate set by the relevant ATO determination

A detailed report outlining the various meetings, tours, and other engagements I attended 
during the trip is attached. 



Location
Nights 

booked

Claimed (Sat 

& Fri nights 

excl.)

Max. allowance 

per night

Cost per night -

actual

Cost per night - 

claimed 

(50% actual cost)

Max. 

allowance
Actual spend

Amount 

claimed

Copenhagen, Denmark Sat, 18 May 2024 Thu, 23 May 2024 5 4 $400.00 $368.86 $184.43 $2,000.00 $1,844.28 $737.71

Malmo, Sweden Thu, 23 May 2024 Sat, 25 May 2024 2 1 $400.00 $397.21 $198.61 $800.00 $794.42 $198.61

Utrecht, Netherlands Sat, 25 May 2024 Thu, 30 May 2024 5 4 $400.00 $458.37 $229.19 $2,000.00 $2,291.86 $916.74

Paris, France Sun, 2 June 2024 Fri, 7 June 2024 5 5 $400.00 $380.12 $190.06 $2,000.00 $1,900.61 $950.31

Totals 17 14 $6,800.00 $6,831.17 $2,803.37

Location Days eligible
Claimed (Mon-Fri 

only)

Max. daily 

allowance

Claimed 

daily

Max. total

allowance
Total  claimed

Max. daily 

allowance

Claimed 

daily

Max. total 

allowance

Total 

claimed

Copenhagen, Denmark 5 3 $340.00 $100.00 $1,700.00 $300.00 $60.00 $0.00 $300.00 $0.00

Malmo, Sweden 2 2 $340.00 $100.00 $680.00 $200.00 $60.00 $0.00 $120.00 $0.00

Utrecht, Netherlands 5 4 $340.00 $100.00 $1,700.00 $400.00 $60.00 $0.00 $300.00 $0.00

Paris, France 6 5 $340.00 $100.00 $2,040.00 $500.00 $60.00 $0.00 $360.00 $0.00

Totals 18 14 $6,120.00 $1,400.00 $1,080.00 $0.00

Accommodation Meals Incidentals Total

Copenhagen, Denmark $737.71 $300.00 $0.00 $1,037.71
Malmo, Sweden $198.61 $200.00 $0.00 $398.61

Utrecht, Netherlands $916.74 $400.00 $0.00 $1,316.74
Paris, France $950.31 $500.00 $0.00 $1,450.31

Totals $2,803.37 $1,400.00 $0.00 $4,203.37

Pre-Trip Claim (excl. Airfares)

Accommodation

Meals & Incidentals

Total claims by City

Daily Allowances Meal Allowance Incidentals

Check-in Check-out

Accommodation Booked Accommodation Rates Accommodation Claim

The above expenses are in addition to 1x economy international return airfare to/from Perth, claimed at cost ($1,884.49).



Location Purchase Date Travel Date(s) Departure Point Destination Fare Operator
Pre-Conversion 

Cost

Conversion rate 

(=$1AUD)
Claim

Copenhagen, Denmark Tue, 21 May 2024 Sat, 25 May 2024 Copenhagen Central
Utrecht Centraal (via Hamburg & 

Osnabrueck)
One way DSB 714.00 kr. 4.583 kr. $155.78

Copenhagen, Denmark Thu, 23 May 2024
Thu, 23 May 2024 & 

Sat, 25 May 2024
Copenhagen City Malmo Return DSB 192.00 kr 4.562 kr. $42.08

Utrecht, Netherlands Mon, 27 May 2024 Mon, 27 May 2024 Utrecht Centraal Amsterdam Centraal Return NS 18.60€                 0.611€                  $30.46

Utrecht, Netherlands Tue, 28 May 2024 Thu, 30 May 2024 Utrecht Centraal Brussels One way NS International 49.10€                 0.613€                  $80.13

Utrecht, Netherlands Tue, 28 May 2024 Thu, 30 May 2024 Brussels Paris One way Eurostar 109.00€              0.613€                  $177.89

Totals $486.34

Location Purchase Date Event Date(s) Event Supplier
Pre-Conversion 

Cost

Conversion rate 

(=$1AUD)
Claim

Utrecht, Netherlands Wed, 22 May 2024 Tue, 28 May 2024
Utrecht Presentation and Cycle 

Tour w/Embassy Expert
Stichting Dutch Cycling Embassy 450.00€                €  0.5891 $763.88

Totals $763.88

Overall total $1,250.22

Post-Trip Reimbursements

Registrations

Inter-City Train Travel



Europe Sustainable Cities Study Tour 
Dr Brad Pettitt MLC 

  



Introduction 
In May and June 2024 I did a study tour of a number of cities that are recognized leaders in 

sustainability. They included Copenhagen, Malmo, Utrecht, and Paris.  

This travel will benefit the State as it provided valuable insights into global best sustainable 

development practices and how they might apply to WA and especially Perth. I am sharing 

these learnings with the electorate and stakeholders across a variety of mediums (including 

public presentations and social media posts) to stimulate meaningful conversations and 

consideration as to the type of future we want for our State and cities. This in turn helps to 

inform my Climate Positive Perth project. 

Perth’s population is small by global standards. Still, our physical footprint is larger than 

mega-cities like Tokyo or Los Angeles and our emissions per capita are among the highest in 

the world. So how do we address climate change while accommodating 3.5 million people in 

Perth by 2050?  

There is an opportunity to change the direction of our urban development with respect to 

energy, transport, greening, and built form to create a better connected, more liveable, 

sustainable, and decarbonised Perth.  

The examples shown from this study tour demonstrate, as backed by the latest evidence, 

that better options exist and a more sustainable future for Perth is possible.  Getting there 

will require us to overcome a crisis of imagination and recognize that business as usual will 

not get us to where we need to go. I hope the case studies and learnings outlined enable 

Perth to speed up its transition towards a more liveable, sustainable, low-carbon, green city.  

Below I have outlined some of the key learning from the cities above. I hope that these can 

influence what we do in Perth and WA to make our city and state, greener, more sustainable 

and less carbon intensive.  

I have divided this report into a series of themes based around 

• Planning and Housing 

• Sustainable Materials 

• Sustainable Transport 

• Urban Greening 

A summary of my itinerary and the experts I met with is provided at the end of the report.  

 



Planning and Housing  
 

Utrecht: a city with a plan for the future. 
I suspect many Australians haven’t heard of Utrecht. The smallest of The Netherlands big 

four cities, Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague, Utrecht is probably also the least well-

known. But it is incredible, beautiful, and an understated sustainability leader.  

One of my first meetings was with the City of Utrecht and Adriaan van Hoogstraten, their 

Strategisch adviseur (strategy advisor). It provided some very helpful framing. 

As he explained to me Utrecht is a city with an ambitious 2040 plan and a clear vision for the 

future that states. “We are building affordable homes in a healthy, green environment, with 

easy access to the city and beyond, and healthcare nearby.” 

The City of Utrecht is planning for growth as the number of people living in the city is on the 

rise: Today, 350,000 people call Utrecht home, and in 20 years’ time, that number will grow 

to around 455,000.  

But it’s thoughtfully planned growth, based around a series of hubs and ensuring that 

Utrecht is a 10 minute, polycentric city, with everything you need no more than a ten minute 

bike ride, walk or public transport ride away. 

“Downtown Utrecht will always be the heart of our city. However, if everyone and 

everything needs to be there, it will get far too busy.” 

To ease the load, Utrecht are creating urban centres in other locations around the city where 

multiple public transport connections intersect to build more homes, offices, healthcare 

centres and other amenities.  

All of this helps us turn Utrecht into a ‘10-minute city’ out doing the 15 or 20 minute city 

plans that many other cities have. 

In Utrecht the plan is that: “everyone and everything you need is close by. Whether you are 

walking, cycling or travelling by public transport, you can get to where you need to be in 10 

minute or less.  

This means buildings with shops at ground level, offices above, and homes higher up. Homes 

that are suitable for working from home. The plan is to bring “…more life to our 

neighbourhoods and reducing the need to travel.” 

To make this possible, Utrecht are working on ensuring an excellent transport network. As 

the plan says: 

“We are prioritising clean ways to travel that take up less space, such as walking, 

cycling and public transport. Our goal is to give you different options to get to where 

you need to be. Needing less space to move people also allows us to use the 

remaining space differently. It can become public space, for example, where you can 

spend time alone or with others.” 



Utrecht is creating a public transport ring around the city to help residents and visitors get 

around quickly and comfortably without needing to go through the city centre. The 

relevance for Perth here is clear –  our public transport system is still very much just a series 

of spokes. We need to  connect the hubs (or as we call them, “activity centres”) and to get 

more people living and working in these centers too.  

The transport network will directly connect the different hubs to one another. What you 

notice is that when you arrive at a hub in Utrecht, it is designed so not only can you easily 

switch trains or trams, but it is integrated so you can continue by bike or shared car/bike.  

I got to experience the shared bike system that is run out of the train stations and it is an 

incredible and efficient add on to the public transport system. 

The takeaway is simple: a land-use plan connected and integrated with a transport plan is 

essential for a healthy, liveable and sustainable city. Utrecht, along with all the cities I visited, 

do this well. Perth desperately needs to do the same. 

 

 

  



From Hospital to Housing: Freideskburg redevelopment  
One of the best ways to understand a city is to get out and amongst it with industry 

professionals and government representatives. 

So a big thanks to ARUP for pulling together an impressive group for an afternoon ride 

around the Copenhagen. Experiencing peak hour riding in a bike city is something that stays 

with you! 

One stop on the ride was a former hospital site in Freideskburg that was going through a 

redevelopment. 

It was inspiring to see a development do a few key things in one place.  

Not only did the development adaptively reuse the heritage buildings of an old hospital site 

but it did a great job of embedding social housing into the development. Twenty-five percent 

of the new housing will be social housing, and there will be other affordable housing options 

too.  

The development is also focused on keeping its many mature trees, with the deputy mayor 

who joined us on the ride commenting that there is a local planning policy that “No tree 

over 25 years can be cut down”. 

In addition, she mentioned another wonderfully simple but, I think, game changing policy, 

that “everyone must be able to see a tree from their window.” 

With these policies of heritage preservation, lots of social and affordable housing, and a 

focus on greening, the Freideskburg Hospital has the makings of a great development. 

 

 

 

  



Homes for Young People: giving starters a start in Utrecht  
Move over over-55s housing and hello under-35s housing.  

Given the housing and rental crisis disproportionately impacts younger people, is it time we 

had housing designated specifically for them? Not just student housing but housing for 

young people who have just got their first job and are still setting themselves up. 

This is what these stunning buildings called De Kwekerij in Utrecht do. There is a total of 244 

rental homes for what they call “starters”, young people just out of university and in their 

first job.   

The design is clever with four 2-room 45 m² apartments on each floor, meaning that due to 

the shape of the buildings, all houses have a corner location, which provides plenty of 

daylight and views.  

While the apartments are compact, there are lots of shared spaces including exhibition 

space, residential board room, communal kitchens, café, communal bicycle storage, storage 

for scooters/motorcycles, and a bicycle workshop. 

Housing built specifically for young people to rent makes a lot of sense. Another simple but 

radically good idea from Utrecht. 

 

 

  



Mini-topia: Going Small and Temporary to Solve the Housing Crisis in The Netherlands 
The Netherlands has responded to the housing crisis with some great innovation. 

One model that I especially loved was their innovative approach to semi-temporary 

housing.  By taking vacant land that in the short to medium, term has no use, the 

Netherlands Government makes this land available at close to very low cost (from about 320 

euros or $500 a month) for semi-temporary housing.  By semi-temporary, I mean 15 to 30 

years. 

I did a site visit to one of these temporary housing locations – Buurtschap te Veld (which 

means living together in the green) a new residential area in Eindhoven North with advisor 

to the Netherlands Government Peter de Groot. 

In Buurtschap te Veld they have given a new and contemporary interpretation to a hamlet, 

where the aim is that residents are connected to each other and to the landscape. Within 

the new residential area there is room for 100 quirky forms of housing with a footprint of 

max 50 m2 (and 100 m2 max floor space). Residents can decide what these look like here 

from building their own small home to placing a ready-made home, such as a Tiny House. 

Walking around the site we saw young families, newly single parents, young people, and 

retirees, all making use of an affordable option to rent, buy, or even build on this very 

affordable land. 

All the housing was built to be able to be moved and relocated when required.  In this case 

in the land was set aside for a possible freeway interchange at a future point in time. 

The location was nothing flash, a weedy, damp place but it was full of innovative and diverse 

housing, all of which could be loaded onto the back of a truck when needed. 

In crisis is opportunity – if we take it. 

 



Sustainable Materials 

Getting Materials Right: another key step in the zero emissions transition 
A key theme that emerged on this sustainable cities study tour was the issue of building 

materials.  

This is not an issue I have given a lot of attention to previously as my primary focus, and that 

of Climate Positive Perth, has been sustainability at the macro-urban form level; good 

density linked to public transport and connected by greening, cycling and walking options. 

But my time in Europe (and especially Copenhagen and Malmo) opened my eyes to how 

sustainable materials can play a key role in the low-carbon transition.  

In Copenhagen, I met with Henning Larsen Architects who explained the new taxation 

regimes and targets on embodied energy in new buildings that have been in place for the 

last two years. These rules currently allow up 12 kg of Co2e per cubic meter per year. This is 

going down to 8kg and then to then 6kg. Every new building must do this carbon calculation.  

According to the Green Building Council, buildings are responsible for around 39% of global 

energy related carbon emissions: 28% from operational emissions, from the energy needed 

to heat, cool, and power them, and the remaining 11% from materials and construction. 

We can’t build our way out of the climate change crisis using carbon-intensive materials like 

concrete and bricks. We need instead to be using carbon-capturing plant-based materials. As 

the case against concrete construction gains more evidence, solid timber is emerging as 

leader in the list of sustainable alternatives. Timber, in stark contrast to concrete, stores 

embodied carbon. Thus, by swapping out the structural concrete with timber, the structure 

will embed tons of carbon instead of emitting tons 

To better get my head around this I met with Karl Norgaard at the Havners Haenders studio 

and factory at Reffen Arts Quarter who shared his innovative products with me. For Karl this 

meant going beyond timber framed buildings (which are an important shift in the right 

direction) to also using other plant based materials which are faster growing and often seen 

as waste. Materials like hemp, cork, straw, and even common grass. As he pointed out 

constructing a single-family house with hemp saves 5 tonnes of CO2. 

This theme was again highlighted in Malmo at the Southern Sweden Design Festival which 

had some great displays focused on sustainability and building.  

 



A New Way of Building: Modular, Circular, and in Wood 
While in the Netherlands I had the opportunity to visit Barli, builders of modular homes. It 

was very inspiring to see this factory floor efficiently creating highly sustainable and compact 

housing at an extraordinarily fast rate. 

The single factory floor I visited was making 30 completed homes a week!  Barli are building 

fully fitted-out home from scratch in about a month. A home that would then be delivered 

on the back of a truck for someone to move into days later. 

Not only were these houses built with astonishing speed they are also super sustainable and 

affordable.  With triple-glazed windows and high-quality insulation they were designed to 

stay warm with only tiny amounts of cooling. 

With a tiny footprint, they provided the perfect opportunity for gentle density and infill. 

WA could do with this kind of housing product to contrast against the slow-to-build, 

inefficient, and unsustainable double brick houses that still dominate most of our new 

housing. 

Barli also have a great company motto too which resonates in Australia: It’s time to build 

differently. We have a housing crisis. And we have a climate crisis. This requires a new way of 

building. Modular, circular, and in wood. 

 

 

  



Sustainable Transport 

Copenhagen as a cycling city 
The last time I was in Copenhagen was nine years ago. At the time I was on a study tour with 

the WA Local Government Planners Association and we met with Gehl Architects who have 

been a key part of making Copenhagen a more liveable people city.  

As we rode around Copenhagen they proudly said that cycling had almost reached 40% of 

transport mode share in Copenhagen but there was more work to do. Then, as we were 

leaving a few days later, we got an excited message from Jan Gehl to say that Copenhagen’s 

cycling mode share had now reached 45%. 

Nine years on and Copenhagen’s cycling mode share is by some measures up to 60% (this is 

in contrast to Perth at less than 2%). It is a fundamental part of how most of Copenhagen 

moves. There are still cars but they don’t dominate the city.  

Underpinning this are cycling lanes that are seamless and continuous, separated from traffic 

with a good level of protection and with this safety for all ages, and, of course, convenience.  

Speaking of the latter, Copenhagen’s 200m long “Bicycle Snake” Bridge is a famous example 

of making bike routes as easy, direct, and convenient as possible.  It enables 20,000 bikes to 

glide around a shopping mall that was previously a blockage.  

Perth can do it too but we need to invest far more in a local continuous and protected bike 

network to make it a real choice for all.  

 

  



Paris Doubled its Cycling Numbers in One Year. Here’s How. 
I was in Paris for World Bike Day, a city that’s undergoing what is perhaps the most 
ambitiously rapid transition from car dominated city to bike city. 

Paris is actively transforming its urban mobility at a pace like no city before. 

The “Plan Vélo 2021-2026” involves a €250 million (about $A400 million) investment to 
expand cycling infrastructure, aiming to convert temporary lanes from the pandemic into 
permanent fixtures and add over 130 kilometers of protected lanes. 

The result of this unprecedented investment has seen a remarkable doubling in bicycle 
usage on Parisian streets between October 2022 and October 2023. Doubling in one year! 
That’s unprecedented in any city let alone one the size of Paris. 

Now around 30% of trips by locals in Paris are taken by bicycle. This is extraordinary given 
bicycle modal share still sat under 5% in 2019. 

By some reports, bicycle use now exceeds car use in Paris [walking and public transit are 
first and second]. 

The “Code de la Rue” initiative has also led to a 40% decrease in car traffic and a 45% 
reduction in pollution. 

I love that Paris has come so far so quickly because it shows that with the right investments 
any city can do it. It is a choice. 

If cities are serious about sustainability and a quick transition to a low carbon future then 
we all need to follow the lead of Paris. 

In contrast Perth is only building around 18km of new bike lanes a year. At the current rate 
Perth will not have a complete bike network until 2110! 

So here’s to World Bike Day and to choosing sustainable and liveable cities. 

 

https://momentummag.com/paris-cycling-numbers-double/
https://momentummag.com/paris-cycling-numbers-double/


Cycling as a tool for sustainable urban development in Utrecht  
Utrecht is home to the fantastic Dutch Cycling Embassy, which takes global best practice for 

cycling to the world. 

Thanks to Sadki and the team for helping me understand cycling in the city better. 

I had the pleasure of doing a cycling tour organised by Dutch Cycling Embassy with local 

expert Ruxandra Aelenei which was a huge highlight. 

In Utrecht, most people do not reach for the car keys when they need to go to the shops, 

take their kids to school or go to work. Over 55 % of Utrecht residents use their bike as their 

main mode of transportation and another 25% walk. Meanwhile in Perth, just 1.4% use a 

bike on a daily basis for transport. 

As a result of the 80% of trips done via active transport, the streets of Utrecht feel 

completely different to many cities in the world: quiet, little pollution, and safe. 

So how does Utrecht do it? Quite simply, by making driving less convenient and make cycling 

the quick, easy, safe, and enjoyable choice.  

First is the infrastructure. Utrecht has a network of cycling paths that is complete all over the 

city - without gaps or pinch points where, unlike Perth, you are never randomly thrown back 

into traffic.  

Cycling infrastructure is largely defined by red asphalt separated cycle paths – a red carpet 

across the city.  Cycle paths are designed to be so wide you can ride side by side with a 

friend and have a conversation while riding. Cycle paths are green and shaded and the most 

direct route. 

 

 



 In contrast, Utrecht has been designed to make driving a car slow and long-winded. Most 

roads are only 30km/h and are often share roads with bikes in which “cars are the guest” 

and must travel at the same speed as the bikes and not overtake unless safe. 

Many roads have been “cut” mid-way so driving through the city is not possible. Driving is 

purposely made a little bit indirect and a little bit inconvenient. You can still do it but traffic is 

recirculating to the perimeter ring roads so that it’s not filtering through residential and 

commercial parts of the city. 

Add to that limited parking, low-speed limits, and restrictions for high-emission vehicles, and 

you get a City centre that is not that easy to drive around, but a joy to cycle. With those 

changes in place, people choose the mode of transport that offers the lowest resistance. 

Utrecht shows us what a city designed around different transport choices can look like. 

New urban developments have parking caps - often 0.3 parking bays or less per dwelling - 

meaning most houses have no parking on site. Some may choose to lease a bay in a multi-

storey parking lot further out of the city but most just use share car schemes on the rare 

occasion they need a car.  

In the centre of Utrecht they are getting rid of 1% of parking spaces per year. 

Finally transferring between cycling and public transport is easy too, with a huge 12,500 

secure bike parking at the central railway station, ample room for bikes on trains and bike 

share at the train station too. 

It is a holistic approach that comes together to make one of the most sustainable and 

liveable cities I have experienced. Thank you, Utrecht! 

 

 

  



Urban Greening  

Copenhagen and Urban Greening 
Urban greening in Perth is increasingly recognised as an important issue but so far it has 

largely focused on large trees and tree canopy.  

Copenhagen demonstrated how to take urban greening to the next level. Danish urban 

planning is witnessing a shift beyond a “people-centric” approach “life-centric” cities and 

brings biodiversity back into the city in a range of inspiring ways. 

The green link which runs more than a kilometre from Bymilen near Copenhagen Central 

Station all the way past the iconic BIG designed “Cactus” buildings is deeply inspiring.  

This is what you can do when a city is carefully and thoughtfully planned to incorporate 

walking, nature, and liveability into the city design. The 20 minute or 1 kilometre walk which 

is often two or three floors above the ground level takes you through a range of ecosystems 

from forests to grasslands. 

Walking on the roof of the IKEA building was a particular highlight. The rooftop includes a 

local produce-focused restaurant and shared work and community spaces and an epic 

amount of greenery.  I was almost brought to tears seeing the effort that had gone into not 

only greening the space but actively introducing biodiversity with bee and lizard hotels and 

other efforts to rewild.  

All across Copenhagen you can see examples of this rewilding, from the iconic Copenhagen 

Hill to your average local park. You can see the planting of local grasses and plants that 

provide food and habitat to bees and birds and leaving them to grow unmowed and even a 

little untidy to provide essential habitat. This is both simple and deeply radical - but so 

essential as our cities deal not only with the climate crisis but also with the biodiversity 

crisis.  

Copenhagen shows us in so many ways and so many levels what a green, sustainable, 

biodiverse, and liveable city can look like. Being amongst this was so inspiring. You can see 

what is not only possible but is already being done.  

It is a theme picked up by the other cities I visited from Malmo to Utrecht - rewilding of our 

cities is an idea whose time has come.  

  



 

The Radical Idea of De-paving 
A fascinating idea that came up in my meeting with Adriaan van Hoogstraten who is a 
strategic planning adviser at the City of Utrecht was the radical idea of de-paving. 

Utrecht (like many other cities around the world) is pulling up pavers and replacing them 
with greenery. 

It seems there is now a competition among some cities as to who can remove the most 
paving. Utrecht even has a live count with almost a million pavers removed so far in 2024! 

The whole of The Netherlands has removed almost 10 million pavers this year. 

France, too, is embracing de-paving. The French government has made €500m available for 
urban greening, including de-paving but also green walls and roofs. Part of the motivation is 
to make urban areas more resilient to the growing number of summer heatwaves. 

Imagine this idea for Perth - which I suspect has one of the highest levels of paving, asphalt, 
and concrete per capita on the planet. 

 

  



Paris’s Linear Parks: bringing nature into the heart of the city 

We’ve all been inspired by New York’s Highline, the former rail line converted to linear park.  

But before the Highline was a park, the world’s first elevated park walkway, Promenade 

Plantée, opened in Paris over 30 years ago in 1993. 

This park atop a long-abandoned mid-19th century viaduct is but one of several linear parks 

making use of no longer needed infrastructure across Paris.  

While Promenade Plantée is beautiful, manicured, and ordered, I loved even more the wild 

and biodiverse La Petite Ceinture, a 150-year-old rail line that is now a "nature trail" in part 

open to the public that runs through the heart of Paris 

It is stunning in its wildness in such an urban environment, and about 170 plant species and 

70 animal species have been observed on this trail. 

I can’t help but reflect on what the opportunities might be for Perth to create similar wild 

places in the heart of our city. Whether it be the (likely lost) opportunity to retain parts of 

the old Fremantle Traffic Bridge as a pedestrian link or the very alive opportunity to 

revegetate the former Roe 8/9 road reserve, Perth could also do this.  

Linear parks where nature is allowed to flourish and people are encouraged to walk, run, 

and bike are good for our cities. But making them a reality requires leadership, foresight, 

planning, and a willingness to invest in unconventional projects and do things a bit 

differently.  

Whether it be New York’s Highline or Paris’s Promenade Plantée, or the Copenhagen CBD 

green link project I wrote about earlier, they all add wonder, nature, and liveability to each 

cities. Perth could do with a little of this too.  

 

  



Conclusion 
All four cities I visited showed an increased ambition on sustainable planning, development and 

building and urban greening.  

Importantly this land-use planning was deeply integrated with transport planning. As a result, all of 

the cities I examined put place ahead of movement. This was perhaps best summarized by Adriaan 

van Hoogstraten, Strategics adviser to the City of Utrecht who said to me: 

“In Utrecht we are focused on places to meet and play, slow instead of fast. We actually decided to 

redesign neighbourhood streets to 15 km/h where possible. In order to have space for healthy and 

pleasant streets we aim to reduce parking space by up to 1% on average a year. We have to change 

our mobility system and give our inhabitants and people who come to Utrecht sufficient choices of 

sustainable modes of transport.” 

What I learnt from my study tour in Europe is that there are better, more sustainable options for 

cities. Perth too can do things better when it comes to our built form and planning, transport, and 

greening, in ways that will climate-proof the city and make it more liveable and connected.  

I hope that some of the practical and immediate solutions I have seen in Copenhagen, Utrecht, 

Malmo, and Paris are inspiring and make the task of transforming metropolitan Perth into a low-

carbon city less daunting. In its most inspiring aspect, the analysis laid out here can be viewed as a 

series of opportunities; key transformative changes that we can get on and do right away. 

Perth is a great city, but we have challenges now and into the future that need immediate attention. 

With careful consideration and action Perth can become an even greater place to live and work. 

There is an opportunity to rethink and reimagine our cities for the better. Perth has the resources to 

make the most of the necessary transition ahead.  

If done well, a Perth can be greener, more liveable, and better connected. 

 

 

  



Itinerary and Thanks  
A big thanks to all those who met with me, showed me around their cities, and/or provided 

suggestions for key sustainability projects to see in their cities.  

Each of you contributed to this report and the inspiring learnings below. 

Copenhagen   
Monday, May 20th  

• Thomas Benjamin Hobbs, Design Director, Henning Larson Architects 

• Jojo Nicholas Business Developer, Henning Larson Architects 

Tuesday, May 21st 

• Hannah Sutton- Senior Consultant, Climate and Sustainability Services, Arup 

• Peter Vangsbo, Director Arup 

• Lone Loklindt, Deputy Mayor and Chairperson of the Strategic City and Business 

Development Committee City of Frederiksberg  

• Astrid Hørby Aller. Green Party Member of Danish Parliament  

• Anders Jensen   

• Mikkel A. Thomassen   

• Natalie Marie Gulsrud   

• Paul Nicholas   

• Jacob Hartmann   

• Rune Nielsen  

Wednesday, May 22nd  

• Gave Presentation on Climate Positive Perth to Gehl Architects 

• Kristian Skovbakke Villadsen, Director, Associate Partner, Gehl  

• Kym Lansell, Project Manager, Gehl 

Thursday, May 23rd 

• Kerin Ayyalaraju, Australian Ambassador, Denmark, Australian Embassy 

• Nicolai Vorsø Pedersen, Advisor - Green Buildings & Urban Development, Royal 

Danish Consulate, Trade Council Of Denmark  

  



Malmo  
Friday, May 24th  

• Gave keynote lecture, Southern Sweden Design Days, Malmo Design Festival. 

• Ann Isler, Southern Sweden Design Days, Malmo Design Festival  

• Dr Jane Bryant Curtin University  

• Dr Giles Thomson, Curtin University  

• Gustav Magnusson, Urbanist, Founder, For Elize Uban Planning  

 

Utrecht 
Monday, May 27th 

• Adriaan van Hoogstraten, Strategisch adviseur City of Utrecht 

Tuesday, May 28th  

• Skadi Tirpak, Managing Director - Dutch Cycling Embassy 

• Ruxandra Aelenei, mobility consultant at R.A. Planning, Amsterdam University of 

Applied Sciences 

Wednesday, May 29th  

• Peter de Groot advisor to National Dutch Government on Housing via Netherlands 

Enterprise Agency 

• Annelies van der Nagel  

Thursday, May 30th  

• Travel 

 



Paris  

Monday 3rd   

• François Croquette, Director for Ecological Transition and Climate, City of Paris 

(Cancelled by City). 

Tuesday 4th  

• Djamila Loualalen-Colleu, Directorate for International and European Action. French 

Ministry for Ecological Transition. 

Wednesday 5th  

• Marion Gonzales, Cheffe de project, communication, événementiel & international, 

France Villes et Territoires Durables, French Sustainable-City Institute. 

Thursday 6th 

• Visit to Îlot Fertile, its first zero-carbon neighbourhood, showcasing sustainable 

practices and green urban design. 
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MEMBER’S REPORT:  

USE OF PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE 

 

MEMBER: Chris Tallentire MLA 

ELECTORATE: Thornlie 

 
In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 
using the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

• a report including details of: 
o how moneys were expended (see form below); and  
o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure. 

• certification (see below) that: 
o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and 
o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business. 

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 6 OF DETERMINATION)  

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY: 

TRAVEL DATES: Monday 4th December 2023 to Monday 11th December 2023 

DESTINATIONS VISITED: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED: $8250.08 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE:  

• Airfares $2628.82 + 21.26 (carbon offset)  $2650.08 
• Fees for conferences or short courses – (None - included in other costs)  

• Accommodation 
o Number of nights 

$2257.64 

7 
• Incidentals (In accordance with SAT & ATO rules) $2380.00 
• Other (please identify) Travel Insurance $139.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $7426.72 

TOTAL SURPLUS  $823.36 
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EXPECTED BENEFIT TO THE STATE FROM THE EXPENDITURE 

Please outline the following. 

1. What was the rationale for the travel/why is the travel warranted…………………….. 

Western Australia’s response to the global drive for Net Zero Emissions is of critical importance. It is 
the subject of the Climate Change Bill 2023, currently before the Western Australian Parliament’s 
Legislative Assembly.  

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change brings together all member nations 
at the Conferences of the Parties (COP). My attendance at the 28th COP, COP28, held in Dubai in the 
United Arab Emirates, was my first attendance at a COP. 

The Hon Chris Bowen MP, Minister for Climate Change and Energy in the Australian Government 
was able to arrange for me to be part of the ‘Overflow’ Australian delegation. This gave me full 
access to all plenary sessions, concurrent sessions, delegates, displays, seminars, presentations, 
pavilions and stands at COP28, but I was not part of the Australian Government’s negotiating team. 

Part of my rationale for attending was to learn about the latest climate science, the latest adaptation 
and mitigation measures. The conference brought together the world’s most eminent scientists, 
economists and government leaders. In total there were 80,000 delegates coming from all the 
nations on earth. 

I was keen to hear about the latest initiatives being tried in other jurisdictions. I was especially keen 
to learn about initiatives being developed in other sub-national jurisdictions and keen to meet and 
discuss these initiatives with policy makers and decision makers. 

I was particularly interested to learn about the actions being taken by other energy intensive 
economies. 

I was excited to see and learn from the climate change adaptation and mitigation initiatives being 
developed in the United Arab Emirates. The opportunity to visit the Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Solar Park with its Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) project would be a highlight. 

The ultimate purpose of the trip was so I could report back on all of the above, to the Western 
Australian Parliament. 

 

2. Why was travel required to achieve this………………………………………………………………… 

Attending COP28 in the UAE forced me, and every other delegate, to address the reality of the 
amount of fossil fuel use that is still ongoing and that we are so heavily reliant on. The UAE is 
particularly emissions intensive, having one of the highest per capita emissions in the world.  

The UAE also has enormous wealth, a love of technology and a sense of moral duty to develop the 
energy systems that will replace fossil fuel burning. The Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar 
Park, see Figure 1., is a fine example of this. 
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Figure 1. Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park featuring the Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) 
project 

The power of the global community coming together demanding action on emissions reduction 
cannot be underestimated. By being physically located together the exchange of ideas, the collective 
setting of emissions reductions targets and the accountability process (presentations by each 
country saying what they’ve achieved in the last 12 months), is extremely valuable. The attendance 
of elected representatives enhances the robustness of the whole process. 

An additional benefit of attending the conference in person was the opportunity to observe the 
structure and organisation needed to host a major international event: a United Nations gathering. 
COP28 was the biggest international event of its kind in 2023. It was held at the venue known as 
Expo City Dubai, which is where Dubai hosted the global expo in 2020. COP28 was a massive event, 
requiring a huge conference venue, 80,000 additional hotel beds, a metro transport system and 
airport capacity. It was most enlightening to see how a United Nations event is organised, and I have 
to emphasise how well the UAE organised this event and accommodated everyone. 

3. In what way will the travel benefit the electorate and/or State………………………… 
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The clear benefit to the State and my electorate is that I am now better informed for contributions 
to parliamentary discussion on action on climate change. I now have increased awareness of the 
latest emissions reduction initiatives, so I am now well placed to discuss this with my parliamentary 
colleagues. 

In my reply to the Premier’s statement on 13 February 2024 I have already made reference to COP28 
and expect to make further contributions during the course of the year, including in deliberations on 
the Climate Change Bill 2023. 

 

4. What was the community driver to undertake this travel…………………………………….. 

Being more knowledgeable about the latest initiatives for net zero emissions, so that I can discuss 
these with colleagues, was the single most important driver for me undertaking the travel and 
participating in COP28. 

Constituents, community organisations and the WA Parliament all benefit from a real connection 
with COP28 

 

5. Which was the host organisation for any conference(s) attended. Which other 
organisations/individuals did you meet with and in which locations………………………………. 

COP28 is the annual meeting of the signatories to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. The United Arab Emirates should be acknowledged and commended as the host 
nation and holder of the presidency for COP28, but the ultimate host of the event is the UNFCCC. 

COP28 was held 30 November to 13 December 2023. I attended with the member for Bassendean, 
we were out of Australia from 4 December to 11 December 2023. 

Following is a non-exhaustive list of meetings and seminars that we attended during COP28 

Hydrogen as a pathway to decarbonisation: What can Australia Supply? 
Presented by ANU,  
Tuesday 5 December 2023 
Presenters: Frank Jotzo, Fiona Beck, Dean Blalek, Karsten Rolle 
 
Discussion on the benefits of localising energy production 
EU Pavilion 
Tuesday 5 December 2023 
 
Collaboration between California and Australia on Climate and Energy 
Comparative study 
Monash University presentation 
Tuesday 5 December 2023 
 
Luke Menzel, CEO, Energy Efficiency Council, Fullbright scholar Prof Jacek Jasieniak 
Ambassador Kristen Tilley, Ambassador for Climate Change 
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WA Government reception  
Convened by the WA Government’s Trade Commissioner to the region and hosted by Minister for 
Climate Change Action, Reece Whitby.  
 
Building a Sustainable Energy Future for Regina and the World 
Saskatchewan Stand 
6 December 2023 
 
Sandra Masters, Mayor of Regina.  
Chris Lane, CEO, Economic Development for Regina. 

 
At a future COP, would it be advantageous for WA to have a stand like Saskatchewan, in The Green 
Zone? The evening hosted by the Trade Commissioner was well targeted to people with an interest 
in the WA resources sector. But, it would be worth considering the approach taken by Saskatchewan 
(and other sub-national jurisdictions) as a means of gaining greatest exposure for Western Australia 
at a future COP. 
 

Waste to Energy 

6 December 2023 

Peter McCreanor, CEO, Tribe Infrastructure, Peter Horn Austrade, Alya Al Naqbi, Project Manager, 
WTE for Masdar 

 

Nature Finance – the Brazilian example  

8 December 2023 

Host/Panel Chair: Isabelle Teixeira, former minister of Environment, host of Rio+20 UN Conference 
on sustainable development. 

 

Financing the Clean Energy Transition 

Hosted by Kane Thornton of the Clean Energy Council 

8 December 2023 

On panel: Monique Millar, CIO, Clean Energy Finance Corporation 

Kobad Bhavnagri, Global Head of Strategy, Bloomberg NEF (See Photos) 
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Climate Fresk – Air conditioner reduction and climate awareness 

France Pavilion 

 

Net Zero Industry Awards 

Australia Pavilion 

Special guests: 

Minister Chris Bowen, and Leonore Gewessler, Austrian Minister for Climate Action, Environment, 
Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology. 

Elvira Lutter – Net Zero Industries Mission 

 

Green Steel 

Hosted in the Korean Pavilion 

9 December 2023 

Presentation by Rio Tinto’s David Leigh 

Soomin Lee, Research Fellow KEEI 

Marianne Huot, iron ore mine in Quebec responsible for 4.1mt of CO2 pa. 

Clare Broadbent, World steel Association. 

 

Propelling Global Agricultural Climate Solutions 

US Centre 

USDA & NASA 

Tom Vilsak, US Secretary of Agriculture 

GADAS – website from NASA and USDA, shows impacts of extreme weather events on Agriculture. 

COMET – Planner with global coverage for soil types and climate regions. Predicts soil carbon 
sequestration. 

 

China pavilion.  

The pavilion seemed to focus on all the assistance China is giving to other countries to assist with 
Climate Change.  
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Plenary Session – Main conference area 

Plenary Statement by Chris Bowen, Australian Minister for Climate Action, and Energy.  

 

Minor concurrent session 

Australia’s Nuclear Energy Potential 

Speakers:  

Ted O’Brien MP, Shadow Minister for Climate Change and Energy,  

Sama Bilbao y Leon, World Nuclear Association,  

Stefano Buono, Newcleo,  

David Scott, Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation,  

Jeff Merrifield, US Nuclear Industry Council,  

Cristina Talacko, Coalition for the Environment.   

 

Sustainable Food Production - The climate and food nexus 

10 December 23, Australia Pavillion 

Presented by Australian Dept of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

 

Ethiopian Pavilion 

Excellent display showing land restoration and the creation of a productive biodiverse landscape 
that is resilient to fluctuation in annual rainfall. 

 

6. What will be the outcome of this travel…………………………………………………………….. 

Attendance at COP28 helped me: 
• Understand the latest science on climate change; 
• See the latest technology that can get us to Net Zero; 
• Learn about the international experience with financial and economic measures designed to 

reduce emissions; 
• Understand the role for an emissions intensive economy, like WA’s, in helping other 

countries reduce their emissions. 
 
The outcome is that in debate on the Climate Change Bill 2023 I will be able to assist colleagues by 
making them aware of the information that I have gathered. 
 
The sentiment I have after attending COP28 can best be summed up in the words of the conference 
president: 
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THE NEWS THAT GLOBAL WARMING EXCEEDED 1.5°C LAST YEAR FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
A TWELVE-MONTH PERIOD IS A STARK WARNING THAT THE WORLD MUST ACT ON. WE 

MUST URGENTLY IMPLEMENT THE ROADMAP LAID OUT IN THE UAE CONSENSUS - 
WHICH PARTIES AGREED AT COP28, FOR A JUST, ORDERLY AND EQUITABLE ENERGY 

TRANSITION WHILE PROTECTING NATURE, LIVES AND LIVELIHOODS EVERYWHERE AND 
SECURING CLIMATE RESILIENCE FOR ALL. 

 
H.E. Dr. Sultan Al Jaber 

President COP28 
 

On a personal level, the immediate outcome of attending COP28 was that I bought an electric 
vehicle. I recharge the car using Synergy’s Natural Power on their Home Electric Vehicle Add On plan. 
Consequently, I have significantly reduced my dependence on imported fuel and reduced my 
greenhouse footprint. 
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CERTIFICATION  

To be signed by Member of Parliament before submission 

This report reflects all expenditure for international expenses using the Parliamentary 
Travel and Study Allowance. 

Expenditure detailed in this report conforms to the:

• conditions of use of the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance; and
• principles for use of allowances provided in this 1.6 of this Determination, which 

states that Members must:  

(a) use allowances for parliamentary business: 
(b) adhere to any conditions for using allowances;
(c) be prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for the use of 

allowances;
(d) be prepared to publicly justify use of allowances; and
(e) act ethically and in good faith when using, and accounting for the use of 

allowances. 

Signed:

Date:   8 March 2024
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APPENDIX 2 

MEMBER’S REPORT: USE OF PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE  

 

MEMBER: HON WILSON TUCKER MLC 

ELECTORATE: MINING AND PASTORAL REGION 

 

In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 

using the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

• a report including details of: 

o how moneys were expended (see form below); and  

o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure. 

• certification (see below) that: 

o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and 

o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business. 

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 6 OF DETERMINATION)  

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY:  

TRAVEL DATES: 16/11/2023 – 22/11/2023 

DESTINATIONS VISITED: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED: $7,041.72 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE:  

• Airfares $2,241.72 

• Fees for conferences or short courses  

• Accommodation 

o Number of nights 

$2,400.00 

6 nights 

• Incidentals $360 

• Other (please identify) [meals] $2,040.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $7,041.72 

TOTAL SURPLUS/DEFICIT  $ 

 

  

mailto:submissions@sat.wa.gov.au
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EXPECTED BENEFIT TO THE STATE FROM THE EXPENDITURE 

Please outline the following. 

1. What was the rationale for the travel/why is the travel warranted…………………….. 

I travelled to Dubai to attend ‘the Mining Show. The Minig Show is a regional conference, including 

resource sector representatives, legislators and other stakeholders.  

The convenors invited me to attend and participate in a panel discussion. 

2. Why was travel required to achieve this………………………………………………………………… 

The benefits of attending such a conference is to meet with other delegates and build connections 

with stakeholders. This can only be achieved by attending in-person. 

3. In what way will the travel benefit the electorate and/or State………………………… 

I was invited to participate in a panel discussion on the topic of ‘Data Security in the Metals and 

Mining Industry: Essential Cybersecurity Measures for an Interconnected Industry’. 

I am the co-convenor of the Parliamentary Friends of Technology and Innovation and data 

security/cyber security is one of my policy priorities as a Member of Parliament. 

Attending such a conference allows me to broaden my knowledge of these policy areas, while 

making connections with, and learning from, stakeholders and policy makers from abroad. 

4. What was the community driver to undertake this travel…………………………………….. 

There is a public utility in learning from best practice data security/cyber security measures in use by 

international resources companies and foreign governments. These insights build upon my own 

knowledge of this policy area and contribute to my work as a co-convenor of the Parliamentary 

Friends of Technology and Innovation. 

5. Which was the host organisation for any conference(s) attended. Which other 

organisations/individuals did you meet with and in which locations………………………………. 

21/11/2023 – 22/11/2023 – ‘The Mining Show’ hosted by Terrapinn Holdings Ltd 

21/11/2023 – ‘Mining Rocks dealer meet-up’ with various delegates, hosted by Innomotics 

6. What will be the outcome of this travel…………………………………………………………….. 

I have broadened my knowledge in on data security/cyber security. I have made connections with 

stakeholders that I am utilising for the benefit the Parliamentary Friendship Group that I convene.  
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CERTIFICATION

To be signed by Member of Parliament before submission 

This report reflects all expenditure for international expenses using the Parliamentary 
Travel and Study Allowance. 

Expenditure detailed in this report conforms to the:

• conditions of use of the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance; and
• principles for use of allowances provided in this 1.6 of this Determination, which 

states that Members must:

(a) use allowances for parliamentary business:
(b) adhere to any conditions for using allowances;
(c) be prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for the use of 

allowances;
(d) be prepared to publicly justify use of allowances; and
(e) act ethically and in good faith when using, and accounting for the use of 

allowances.

Signed: ___________________________________________

Date: _01/02/24___________________ 
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