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About this Report

The Department has committed to regularly publishing a wide range of statistics relating to the operation of its various 
business areas.
The purpose of this report is to provide information about the work carried out by the Family Court of Western 
Australia.  A number of different statistics have been included that illustrate different aspects of the court process.  Care 
must be taken in interpreting these statistics.  It is NOT possible to compare one indicator with another as the methods 
of counting are not aligned.  
Separate counting rules that best illustrate the work of the court are utilised for each statistic.  Please read the counting 
rules on each page to help interpret the data.
This version of the report was produced on 31 May 2024.  Any variances between figures in this report and other 
publications may be due to differences in the date the report was produced, and the Department's commitment to the 
continual maintenance and improvement of data capture and storage.
The Family Court of Western Australia is presided over by judges, magistrates and registrars. The court is vested with 
State and Federal jurisdiction in matters of family law and deals with divorce, property of a marriage or de facto 
relationship, parenting orders and other matters relating to children, maintenance, adoptions and surrogacy. The 
Department of the Attorney General in Western Australia provides administrative and logistical support for the operation 
of this court, as well as partial funding for the otherwise federally funded court.  The Family Court of Australia and 
Federal Circuit Court of Australia have jurisdiction in all other states and territories. 

Requests for additional data:
The Department regularly receives requests from media outlets for customised statistics. All requests for customised 
figures are considered on a case by case basis. The Department will generally supply such information only where the:

· information is stored in a way that it is easily retrievable; and
· amount of work required to compile and supply customised information is reasonable.



Applications Lodged
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Applications Lodged
Application Type 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Final Order 3,042 2,805 2,730 2,539 2,656 4.6% -12.7%

Interim Order 5,214 4,992 4,753 2,370 1,744 -26.4% -66.6%

Divorce 5,231 5,593 6,182 5,714 5,889 3.1% 12.6%

Consent Order 2,179 2,337 2,957 3,437 3,284 -4.5% 50.7%

Other 244 198 197 179 172 -3.9% -29.5%

Total 15,910 15,925 16,819 14,239 13,745 -3.5% -13.6%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of applications lodged in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by application type.
(b) The unit of measure is the number of new applications registered in the Court during the reporting period.
(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Orders Sought on Final Order Applications
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Orders for Applications Lodged
Orders Sought 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Parenting and Financial 115 102 116 104 101 -2.9% -12.2%

Parenting 1,823 1,672 1,604 1,404 1,455 3.6% -20.2%

Financial 1,035 964 972 1,019 1,086 6.6% 4.9%

No Orders Sought 65 63 35 6 9 n/a n/a

Other 4 4 3 6 5 n/a n/a

Total 3,042 2,805 2,730 2,539 2,656 4.6% -12.7%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of applications lodged in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by orders sought.
(b) The unit of measure is the number of new applications registered in the Court during the reporting period.
(c) Definitions of the application types are provided in the appendix.
(d) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.

Report on Cases in the Family Court of Western Australia 2018/19 to 2022/23 Page  2



Orders Sought on Interim Order Applications
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Orders for Applications Lodged
Orders Sought 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Parenting and Financial 89 101 112 40 27 -32.5% -69.7%

Parenting 2,604 2,557 2,423 960 696 -27.5% -73.3%

Financial 1,185 1,102 1,111 457 243 -46.8% -79.5%

No Orders Sought 122 104 85 26 9 n/a n/a

Other 1,214 1,128 1,022 887 769 -13.3% -36.7%

Total 5,214 4,992 4,753 2,370 1,744 -26.4% -66.6%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of applications lodged in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by orders sought.
(b) The unit of measure is the number of new applications registered in the Court during the reporting period.
(c) Definitions of the application types are provided in the appendix.
(d) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Orders Sought on Consent Order Applications
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Orders for Applications Lodged
Orders Sought 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Parenting and Financial 192 172 224 217 174 -19.8% -9.4%

Parenting 158 153 150 150 166 10.7% 5.1%

Financial 1,748 1,975 2,570 3,060 2,941 -3.9% 68.2%

No Orders Sought 81 37 13 8 3 n/a n/a

Other 2 n/a n/a

Total 2,179 2,337 2,957 3,437 3,284 -4.5% 50.7%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of applications lodged in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by orders sought.
(b) The unit of measure is the number of new applications registered in the Court during the reporting period.
(c) Definitions of the application types are provided in the appendix.
(d) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Applications Finalised
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Applications Finalised
Application Types 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Final Order 2,931 2,720 2,699 2,395 2,446 2.1% -16.5%

Interim Order 5,122 5,040 5,005 2,180 1,426 -34.6% -72.2%

Divorce 5,516 5,415 6,150 5,568 6,167 10.8% 11.8%

Consent Order 2,191 2,474 2,665 3,531 3,365 -4.7% 53.6%

Fee 9 n/a n/a

Other 234 201 176 180 165 -8.3% -29.5%

Total 15,994 15,850 16,695 13,854 13,578 -2.0% -15.1%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of applications finalised in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by application type.
(b) The unit of measure is the number of applications finalised in the Court during the reporting period.
(c) Only the initial finalisation of a case is counted here.  
(d) Applications finalised due to inactivity (no hearing or document lodged for twelve months) are included. 
(e) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Final Order Applications Finalised
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Applications Finalised
Orders Sought 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Parenting and Financial 253 217 281 235 193 -17.9% -23.7%

Parenting 1,722 1,512 1,456 1,278 1,346 5.3% -21.8%

Financial 953 984 960 875 901 3.0% -5.5%

No Orders Sought 1 1 1 n/a n/a

Other 2 7 1 7 5 n/a n/a

Total 2,931 2,720 2,699 2,395 2,446 2.1% -16.5%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of orders sought for applications finalised in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by order type.
(b) An application is considered finalised when all orders sought linked to the application have been finalised and are reported against the year they are 
finalised.
(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Interim Order Applications Finalised
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Applications Finalised
Orders Sought 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Parenting and Financial 159 169 187 63 27 -57.1% -83.0%

Parenting 2,576 2,516 2,514 999 581 -41.8% -77.4%

Financial 1,103 1,178 1,198 525 215 -59.0% -80.5%

No Orders Sought 1 2 2 6 n/a n/a

Other 1,284 1,176 1,104 591 597 1.0% -53.5%

Total 5,122 5,040 5,005 2,180 1,426 -34.6% -72.2%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of orders sought for applications finalised in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by order type.
(b) An application is considered finalised when all orders sought linked to the application have been finalised and are reported against the year they are 
finalised.
(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Consent Order Applications Finalised
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Applications Finalised
Orders Sought 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Parenting and Financial 220 191 194 237 186 -21.5% -15.5%

Parenting 147 179 138 154 165 7.1% 12.2%

Financial 1,824 2,104 2,333 3,139 3,011 -4.1% 65.1%

No Orders Sought 2 n/a n/a

Other 1 1 n/a n/a

Total 2,191 2,474 2,665 3,531 3,365 -4.7% 53.6%

Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of orders sought for applications finalised in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by order type.
(b) An application is considered finalised when all orders sought linked to the application have been finalised and are reported against the year they are 
finalised.
(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Final Order Finalisations by Trial
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Trial Finalisations
Trial Status 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Years

Finalised by Trial 348 197 171 119 109 -8.4% -68.7%

Finalised Without Trial 2,583 2,523 2,528 2,276 2,337 2.7% -9.5%

Total 2,931 2,720 2,699 2,395 2,446 2.1% -16.5%

Per cent finalised by trial 11.9% 7.2% 6.3% 5.0% 4.5% -10.3% -62.5%
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Counting Rules:
(a) These are the number of final order applications which were finalised in the Family Court of Western Australia, broken down by whether a trial 
proceeded or not for the application.
(b) Where parties to a Family Court matter are not able to resolve their case and the Court deems it ready, the case will progress to a trial where a 
judicial officer will take into account all relevant evidence before the court to resolve the case.
(c) Applications finalised due to inactivity (no hearing or document lodged for twelve months) are included. 
(d) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Appendix One--Definitions

The following are definitions of application types and order types that are used within the Family Court of Western Australia.
Application Types
Matters lodged within the Family Court are classified by application type.  The following definitions specify the differences between the application 
types used.

Consent Order

An application where the parties agree on appropriate arrangements but want 
their agreement to become an order of the Court.  Consent Orders have the 
same legal effect as an order made after a Court hearing.

Divorce

An application seeking to end a marriage by Court order.

Final Order

The primary application starting a proceeding with the Court where the parties 
do not agree on appropriate arrangements.

Interim Order

A procedural, ancillary, incidental application, or one which is subsidiary to a 
final order application.

Other

Application types such as appeal, contravention, contempt or Hague Convention.

Orders Sought
Within each application type, matters lodged within the Family Court are also classified by orders sought.  The following definitions specify the 
differences between the types of orders sought.

Parenting and Financial

These are where both parenting and financial orders are sought within the one 
application. A parenting order is one that deals with parental responsibility for a 
child including the person or persons a child is to live with, spend time with or 
communicate with, and a financial order is one that deals with financial issues 
such as property settlement, maintenance, child support or financial 
enforcement. 

Parenting

A parenting order is one that deals with parental responsibility for a child 
including the person or persons a child is to live with, spend time with or 
communicate with.  An application originally lodged seeking only Parenting 
orders may have additional orders sought added at a later stage in the 
proceeding.

Financial

A financial order is one that deals with financial issues such as property 
settlement, maintenance, child support or financial enforcement.  An application 
originally lodged seeking only Financial orders may have additional orders 
sought added at a later stage in the proceeding.

Other

Other non-parenting, non-financial orders sought.
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