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Introduction to Greater Bunbury Region Scheme minor amendments 
 
 
 
The Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) is responsible for keeping the 
Greater Bunbury Region Scheme (GBRS) under review and initiating changes where they 
are seen as necessary. 
 
The GBRS sets out the broad pattern of land use for the whole Greater Bunbury area. The 
GBRS is constantly under review to best reflect regional planning and development needs. 
 
An amendment proposal to change land use reservations and zones in the GBRS is 
regulated by the Planning and Development Act 2005. That legislation provides for public 
submissions to be made on proposed amendments. 
 
For a non-substantial amendment, often referred to as a minor amendment (made under 
Section 57 of the Act), the WAPC considers all the submissions lodged, and publishes its 
recommendations in a Report on Submissions. This report is presented to the Minister for 
Planning for approval. The amendment takes legal effect with Gazettal of the Minister’s 
approval.  
  
In the process of making a non-substantial amendment to the GBRS, information is 
published as a public record under the following titles: 
 
Amendment Report 
This document is available from the start of the public advertising period of the proposed 
amendment. It sets out the purpose and scope of the proposal, explains why the 
amendment is considered necessary, and informs people how they can comment through 
the submission process. 
 
Environmental Review Report 
The Environmental Protection Authority must consider the environmental impact of an 
amendment to the GBRS before it can be advertised.  While formal assessment would be 
unlikely for a non-substantial amendment, were it required then an environmental review 
would be undertaken and made available for information and comment at the same time as 
the Amendment Report.  
 
Report on Submissions 
The planning rationale, determination of submissions and the WAPC’s recommendations for 
final approval of the amendment, with or without modification, is documented in this report. 
 
Submissions 
This document contains a reproduction of all written submissions received by the WAPC on 
the proposed amendment. 
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Greater Bunbury Region Scheme Amendment 0067/57 

Lot 500 Wellington Mill Road, Wellington Mill  
 

Report on Submissions 
 
 
1  Introduction 
 
On 28 April 2022, the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) resolved to prepare 
amendment 0067/57 to the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme, pursuant to section 57 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2005.  
 
 
2 The proposed amendment  
 
The purpose of the amendment to the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme (GBRS) is to rezone Lot 
500 Wellington Mill Road, Wellington Mill from State Forests to Rural zone under the Greater 
Bunbury Region Scheme (GBRS) as shown in Schedule 3 - Figure 1 - Amendment Proposal 1.   
 
 
3  Environmental Protection Authority advice  
 
On 3 May 2022, the proposed amendment was referred to the Environmental Protection Authority 
for advice about the level of environmental assessment which would be required. On 2 June 
2022, the Environmental Protection Authority advised that the proposed amendment does not 
require environmental assessment under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and did not 
provide any advice. A copy of the notice of assessment was included in Appendix A of the 
Amendment Report.  
 
 
4  Call for submissions  
 
The proposed amendment was advertised in the Government Gazette on 23 August 2022 and 
remained open for public submissions until 21 October 2022. The proposed amendment was also 
available for public inspection at the following locations:  
 
• Western Australian Planning Commission, 140 William Street, Perth  
• Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, Level 6, 61 Victoria Street, Bunbury  
• State Library of WA, Perth Cultural Centre  
• Shire of Dardanup - Administration Centre, 1 Council Drive, Eaton  
• Shire of Dardanup - Dardanup office, 3 Little Street, Dardanup.  
 
Notice of the proposed amendment was also published in the West Australian Newspaper and the 
South Western Times. Owners adjacent to the land subject to the proposed amendment were 
provided with a copy of the Amendment Report and advised of the opportunity to lodge a 
submission in respect of the proposed amendment. 
 
 
5 Submissions  
 
When the advertising of the proposed amendment closed, a total of nine submissions had been 
received. These submissions supported, did not object or provided comments to the amendment. 
A list of the parties who lodged a submission is attached at Schedule 1. A complete copy of all 
written submissions is contained in this report. 
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6 Issues raised in submissions 

Issues raised in the submissions related to further development of the land. The buildings already 
exist, and the amendment does not change the land use, which intends to rectify the zoning 
anomaly to reflect the current land use. Accordingly, the submissions do not impact the rezoning 
of the lot.  

7 Determinations 

The responses to all submissions are detailed in Schedule 2 - Summary of submissions and 
determinations. It is recommended that the amendment be adopted for finalisation as advertised. 

8 Coordination of region and local scheme amendments 

Under section 126(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2005 the WAPC has the option of 
concurrently rezoning land that is being zoned Urban under the GBRS to a "Development" zone 
(or similar) in the corresponding Local Planning Scheme (LPS). As no land is being zoned Urban 
section 126(3) is not applicable. 

9 Conclusion and recommendation 

The report summarises the background and reasoning to minor amendment 0067/57 to the GBRS 
and examines the submissions received.  

The WAPC, after considering the submissions, is satisfied that the amendment as shown 
generally on the Amendment Figure – Proposal 1 in Schedule 3, and in detail on the GBRS 
amendment plan listed in Appendix 1 should be approved and finalised. 

Having regard to the above, the WAPC recommends that the Minister for Planning approves the 
amendment. 

10 Ministers decision 

Amendments to the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme (GBRS) using the provisions of section 57 
of the Planning and Development Act 2005 require the WAPC to provide a report and 
recommendation to the Minister for Planning for approval. The Minister may approve, approve 
with modification or decline to approve the proposed amendment.  

The Minister, after considering the amendment, has agreed with the recommendation of the 
WAPC and approved the amendment. 

GBRS Amendment 0067/57 is now finalised as advertised and shown on WAPC Amending Plan 
3.2792 and has effect in the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme from the date of notice in the 
Government Gazette on 25 August 2023. 
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Summary of submissions and determinations





 
REFER TO THE SUBMISSIONS SECTION FOR A FULL COPY OF EACH WRITTEN 
SUBMISSION AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
 
Submission: 1 
 
Submitted by: ATCO Gas 
 
Summary of Submission: NO OBJECTION 
 
1. Anyone proposing to carry out construction or excavation works must contact ‘Before 

You Dig Australia’ to determine the location of buried gas infrastructure. 
 
2. Proposed construction and excavation works need to be managed in accordance with 

ATCO.  
 
Planning Comment: Development already exists and is not proposed as part of this 
amendment. 
 
Determination: Submission noted.  
 
 
Submission: 2 
 
Submitted by: Water Corporation 
 
Summary of Submission: COMMENT 
 
The proposal is minor in nature and does not impact on any Water Corporation assets or 
infrastructure planning.  
 
Planning Comment: Submission noted. 
 
Determination: Submission noted.  
 
 
Submission: 3 
 
Submitted by: Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety 
 
Summary of Submission: NO OBJECTION 
 
Planning Comment: Submission noted. 
 
Determination: Submission noted.  
 
 
Submission: 4 
 
Submitted by: Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
 
Summary of Submission: SUPPORT 
 



DBCA supported the request for excision of Lot 500 from State forest, and the subsequent 
sale of the land by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, which has occurred.  
 
Planning Comment: Submission noted. 
 
Determination: Submission noted. 
 
 
Submission: 5 
 
Submitted by: Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA) 
 
Summary of Submission: NO OBJECTION 
 
Planning Comment: Submission noted. 
 
Determination: Submission noted.  
 
 
Submission: 6 
 
Submitted by: Department of Health 
 
Summary of Submission: COMMENT 
 
1. Water Supply and Wastewater Disposal 

• For non-scheme water connected areas the development is to have access to a 
sufficient supply of potable water.  

• For management of wastewater, Government Sewerage Policy requirements are to 
be met, provide a site and soil evaluation report and comply with the current DoH 
criteria.  

2. Medical Entomology 

• Prior to development a mosquito management plan is to be prepared and approved 
by the DoH and local government.  

 
Planning Comment: Development already exists and is not proposed as part of this 
amendment. Onsite water and sewer disposal are already provided to the existing 
development.  
 
Determination: Submission noted.  
 
 
Submission: 7 
 
Submitted by: Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
 
Summary of Submission: COMMENT 
 
1. Given the amendment seeks to change the zoning from ‘State Forests’ to ‘Rural Zone’, 

it provides an opportune mechanism for the coordination of bushfire risk to ensure that 
it does not result in the introduction or intensification of development or land use in an 
area that has or will, on completion, have an extreme BHL and/or BAL-40 or BAL-FZ. 



2. A Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) should be prepared as early as possible in the 
planning process and progressively refined or reviewed as the level of detail increases. 
The level of detail provided within a BMP should be commensurate with the applicable 
planning stage and scale of the proposal or application.  
 

3. Relevant information pursuant to SPP 3.7 should be forwarded to DFES for review and 
provide comment prior to the endorsement of the amendment. 

 
Planning Comment: Development already exists and is not proposed as part of this 
amendment. As such the proposal is not intensifying land use and is exempted from the 
requirement of SPP 3.7. Any additional development would need to comply with SPP 3.7. 
 
Determination: Submission noted 
 
 
Submission: 8 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Summary of Submission: SUPPORT 
 
Fully supports the rezoning of the lot. Given the size, location, low risk and care/management, 
the private owners can afford this parcel of land and it is common sense to have it rezoned. 
 
Planning Comment: Noted 
 
Determination: Submission noted 
 
 
Submission: 9 
 
Submitted by: Department of Education 
 
Summary of Submission: NO OBJECTION 
 
Given that there are no public schools within close proximity to the site and that there is no 
significant impact on student enrolment demand, the Department has no objections to the 
proposal. 
 
Planning Comment: Noted 
 
Determination: Submission noted 
 
 
 

Name removed at the request of submitter
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 Ms Veronica Martin 

Senior Planning Officer 

Department of Planning Lands and Heritage 

Sent by Email — info@dplh.wa.gov.au 

P.O. Box 307 Bunbury WA 6231 
 

 

Dear Ms Veronica Martin 

PROPOSED GREATER BUNBURY REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 0067/57 - LOT 

500 - WELLINGTON MILL ROAD WELLINGTON MILL 

Thank you for your letter dated 29 August 2022 inviting comment on the proposed 

Greater Bunbury Region Scheme (GBRS) Amendment 0067/57 - Lot 500 - Wellington 

Mill Road, Wellington Mill. 

The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS) has determined 

that this proposal raises no significant issues with respect to mineral and petroleum 

resources, geothermal energy, and basic raw materials. 

DMIRS lodges no objections to the above GBRS Amendment 

Yours sincerely 

 
_________________________ 
Steven Batty 
Senior Geologist 
Mineral and Energy Resources Directorate 
28 September 2022 
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20 Stockton Bend, Cockburn Central, Perth WA 6164 
T: 08 9395 9819 | E: advice@dfes.wa.gov.au | W: dfes.wa.gov.au 

Acknowledgement of Country: DFES acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia, and 
their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to Elders past and present. 








