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Storage Security requirements (Sch. 4)
• A person entitled to possess firearms or ammunition of any kind is to ensure that the firearms or ammunition are stored in  

accordance with this regulation.
• Firearms and ammunition are to be stored in a locked cabinet or container that at least meets the specifications described in  

Schedule 4 or in such other way as is approved.
• A cabinet or container that can be unlocked with a key is to be regarded as unlocked if the key is left in the lock or is otherwise 

accessible where the cabinet or container is located.
• A magazine is not to contain any ammunition when it is stored.
• Ammunition is not to be stored in a cabinet or container in which a firearm is stored unless the ammunition is in another locked  

metal container in which no firearm is stored and which is securely affixed so as to prevent its removal from the cabinet or container.
• The requirements of this regulation are in addition to, not instead of, any requirements under the Dangerous Goods Safety Act 2004.

Construction
• The cabinet or container is to be constructed of mild steel that is 2 mm thick.
• A joint between 2 faces that is butt welded is to have a continuous weld along the full length of the joint.
• A joint where the edge of one face is folded over the edge of another face is to be stitch welded, with welds of at least 20 mm in 

length at intervals of not more than 100 mm between welds.
• Spot welding is not to be used on the joints between faces.
• The cabinet or container is to be so designed that no firearm or ammunition within it can be removed from it while it is locked.
• In this clause - ‘face’ means a side, the top, or the bottom, of the cabinet or container.

Doors
• Doors are to be recessed into the surrounding frame with margins of not more than 4 mm.
• Each edge of the door and door frame is to be internally supported and have a return of at least 10 mm.
• The cabinet or container is to have an internal stop of at least 10 mm against which each edge of the door, other than the hinged 

edge, closes.
• The supports and stops required by sub clauses (2) and (3) are to be welded at the corners.

Hinging Mechanisms
• Hinge protection is to be provided in such a way that, if the hinges are removed, the door of the cabinet or container remains in 

place and locked.
• If the hinged edge of the door is not longer than 1 metre, 2 hinges are required on it, and if it is longer than 1 metre, an additional 

hinge is required for each additional 500 mm or part thereof.
• If 2 hinges are required, the distance between them is to be not less than one-third of the length of the hinged edge.
• If more than 2 hinges are required the distance between adjacent hinges is to be the same and that is also to be the distance from 

each of the outermost hinges to the nearest end of the hinged edge.
• If a spindle is used instead of hinges, it is to extend the full length of the hinged edge of the door and is to be attached to the door by 

welds the number and placement of which comply with the requirements of sub clauses (2), (3), and (4) for the number and place-
ment of hinges.

• If, instead of using hinges, the door swings on a spindle or on pivots not extending the full length of the hinged edge of the door, the 
cabinet or container is to incorporate a return protecting the hinged edge, along its full length, against the use of a jemmy.

Locks and Locking Points
If the swinging edge of the door is not longer than 500 mm, one lock is required with a locking point half way along that edge.
If the swinging edge is longer than 500 mm but not longer than 1.5 metres:

a) 2 locks are required each with a separate locking point along the swinging edge; and
b) the distance between the 2 locking points is to be not less than one-third of the length of the swinging edge.

If the swinging edge is longer than 1.5 metres:
a) for each additional 500 mm or part thereof there is to be an additional lock with a separate locking point along the swinging edge;
b) the distance between adjacent locking points is to be the same and that is also to be the distance from each of the outermost 
locking points to the nearest end of the swinging edge.
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It is sufficient compliance with sub clause (2) if, when the swinging edge is longer than 500 mm but not longer than 1.5 metres,  
there is one lock with at least 3 separate locking points.
Each lock is to have a 5 pin mechanism that deadlocks the bolt in the locked position until it is properly unlocked.
If the locking bolt is designed to be released by a handle or lever, the design is to be such that, if the handle or lever is forcibly  
removed while the door is locked, the bolt remains in the locked position.
The cabinet or container is to be fitted with a protective structure to guard against the forcible removal of any lock.
In this clause:
NOTE: “locking point” means the point at which the bolt locks the door to the cabinet or container, preventing the door from opening; 
“swinging edge” means the edge of the door opposite the hinged edge.

Anchoring [Schedule 4 inserted in Gazette 6 Dec 1996 p. 6847-9.]
The cabinet or container is to be securely anchored from the inside at 2 points on each of 2 separate surfaces to 2 immovable  
structural surfaces by means of 8 mm x 75 mm masonry fixing bolts or coach screws, as is appropriate.
At each anchor point the cabinet or container is to be reinforced with a 40 mm x 40 mm x 2 mm metal plate, or a 40 mm x 2 mm 
metal washer, fitted between the surface of the cabinet or container and the head of the bolt or coach screw.

Statutory Declaration
Under the Firearms Regulations 1974 11A (1),
“a person entitled to possess firearms or ammunition of any kind is to ensure that the firearms or ammunition are stored in accor-
dance with this regulation”.
In compliance with this regulation, a Firearms Licence applicant is required to submit a statement detailing their proposed storage 
facilities to the WA Police Force. 
This statement, (Statutory Declaration Form 22) will form as part of the Firearms Licence application process and the declaration is 
to be provided on request prior to finalisation of the licence assessment. (See 11A and 11C of the Firearms Regulations 1974).
Failure to comply would result in refusal and/or revocation of Firearms Licences.
It should be noted that the declaration is to include supporting evidence that adequate and safe storage had been installed  
i.e. receipt from installer and/or photograph of the cabinet in situ with anchoring and/or fixing points.

Tips to Remember
Be mindful of the location for firearm/ammunition cabinets! 
Do not place them at obvious locations where it is easily identified. An open style garage or carport IS NOT a recommended location!
Be mindful of anchoring, fixing bolts and washers when installing firearm storages or containers.
Consider installing a security alarm to cover the cabinet/storage/container location.
The Statutory Declaration Form 22 Storage Statement and an example of a completed Statutory Declaration Form 22 Example can 
be found below in the Resources section on our website.
More information on specifications for storage cabinets or containers see Schedule 4 of the Firearms Regulations 1974 which can be 
found below in the Related Information section on our website.
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